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Let’s Get Tangled up in Blue and Protect the Ocean 
      That’s right – it isn’t all about green on the environmental front, 
blue could be the new green. Rather, blue and green should work 
together towards climate goals. What is this blue we’re speaking of? 
Blue carbon of course! Protecting our oceans has a variety of 
upsides, one of which is that they’re serious carbon sinks and 
therefore have the ability to regulate and slow climate change. In a 
new report, the Environmental Justice Foundation highlights the 
importance of oceans’ roles in limiting climate change. The report 
urges countries to enact legislation and policies for marine 
ecosystem protection and rehabilitation and to take advantage of 
this “blue carbon” effort and points to a blueprint that could be used 
to set achievable policy goals to better utilize oceans for carbon 
capture. Over half of the world’s biological carbon is captured by 
marine species, but the ocean is being largely ignored in climate 
policies worldwide. If they were properly protected, up to 200 
metric tons per year of carbon could be captured by these blue 
carbon sinks. And, as we know, ocean warming and degradation not 
only hinder these opportunities to be used for carbon capture, but 
also worsen climate change impacts. Protecting marine ecosystems 
is really a win-win situation, so let’s get blue! 

 
Infrastructure Bill is Movin’ on Up 
      Hooray for billions of dollars for new and upgraded water 
infrastructure! This week, a the Senate has begun working on its 
version of the major bipartisan infrastructure deal that we wrote 
about a few weeks ago. It’s significantly smaller money-wise than 
the original House version, but still includes $55 billion for water and 
wastewater infrastructure projects and improvements. If you don’t 
feel like reading the full 2000+ page bill, the White House also 
released this fact sheet that’s much more palatable. It could be a 
lengthy process to get a final bill out, however, as there have been 
over 300 proposed amendments for it in the Senate. The Senate will 
likely be working into its recess to vote on all of them and has 
already started by rejecting Utah Senator Mike Lee’s proposal to gut 
the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) permitting process, 
among others. It could look fairly different with all of these 
amendments, but the core should stay pretty similar. And, it still 
currently includes the provision to replace all lead pipes throughout 
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Coming up: 
 

AWWA: Desalination in India; August 17 
 

ELI: Environmental Justice and Corridor Projects: Case Study 
of a Former Mining Town in Rust Belt Kentucky; August 18 
 

Mississippi River Commission: Public Hearings Aboard the 
MV Mississippi; August 23: Caruthersville, MO; August 24: 
Memphis, TN; August 25: Greenville, MS; August 27: 
Morgan City, LA 
 

18th Annual EPA Drinking Water Workshop: Small System 
Challenges and Solutions; August 30-September 2 
 

Eighth Biennial University of Florida Water Institute 
Symposium Abstract Deadline: October 6 
 

The Seminar Group: Coastal Law in Louisiana; October 21-
22 
 

Water jobs: 
 

Summer Associate and Associate Attorney; Sher Edling LLP; 
San Francisco, CA 
 

Policy Analyst/Economist on Water; Organization for 
Economic Cooperation and Development; Paris, France 
 

TMDL and Water Quality Improvement Lead; State of 
Washington Water Quality Program; Lacey, WA 
 

Program Operations Associate; The Ocean Foundation; 
Washington, DC 
 

Associate Attorney; The Wilderness Society; Denver, CO and 
Washington, D.C, and other locations 
 

Assistant or Associate Scientist in Hydrogeology; The Jones 
Center at Ichauway; Newton, GA 
 

Senior Attorney, Fossil Fuels Program;  Earthjustice; New 
Orleans or Texas 
 

Water Policy Manager; Conservancy of Southwest Florida; 
Naples, FL 
 

Water Policy Advisor; Tuvli; Washington, DC 
 

Senior Manager, Environmental Policy (EMEA); Amazon; 
Brussels, Belgium 
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https://thisdayinwaterhistory.wordpress.com/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YwSZvHqf9qM
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mqgyD_yTWCU
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=lRgHSxWnhqk
https://www.conservation.org/priorities/protecting-the-ocean-to-protect-humanity
https://ejfoundation.org/resources/downloads/EJF-Blue-Carbon-Brief_EU.pdf
https://www.scientificamerican.com/article/enlist-the-ocean-in-combatting-climate-change-experts-and-advocates-argue/
https://storage.googleapis.com/planet4-international-stateless/2019/03/479c73c5-30x30_blueprint_report_exec_summary_web.pdf?source=email
https://eos.org/articles/warming-oceans-are-making-the-climate-crisis-significantly-worse
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zA52uNzx7Y4
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6Z66wVo7uNw
https://www.epw.senate.gov/public/_cache/files/e/a/ea1eb2e4-56bd-45f1-a260-9d6ee951bc96/F8A7C77D69BE09151F210EB4DFE872CD.edw21a09.pdf
https://www.epw.senate.gov/public/_cache/files/e/a/ea1eb2e4-56bd-45f1-a260-9d6ee951bc96/F8A7C77D69BE09151F210EB4DFE872CD.edw21a09.pdf
https://a21005ea-f0f0-4cff-a527-7c658373c740.filesusr.com/ugd/32079b_ddbf41e5c35c48a38ae95a1d10a33259.pdf
https://a21005ea-f0f0-4cff-a527-7c658373c740.filesusr.com/ugd/32079b_ddbf41e5c35c48a38ae95a1d10a33259.pdf
https://www.whitehouse.gov/briefing-room/statements-releases/2021/07/28/fact-sheet-historic-bipartisan-infrastructure-deal/?utm_source=newsletter&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=newsletter_axiosam&stream=top
https://www.cbsnews.com/news/senate-bipartisan-infrastructure-bill-amendments/
https://www.awwa.org/Events-Education/Events-Calendar/mid/11357/OccuranceId/585?ctl=ViewEvent
https://www.eli.org/events/environmental-justice-and-corridor-projects-case-study-former-mining-town-rust-belt-kentucky
https://www.eli.org/events/environmental-justice-and-corridor-projects-case-study-former-mining-town-rust-belt-kentucky
https://www.mvd.usace.army.mil/About/Mississippi-River-Commission-MRC/
https://www.mvd.usace.army.mil/About/Mississippi-River-Commission-MRC/
https://www.epa.gov/water-research/18th-annual-epa-drinking-water-workshop-small-system-challenges-and-solutions
https://www.epa.gov/water-research/18th-annual-epa-drinking-water-workshop-small-system-challenges-and-solutions
https://conference.ifas.ufl.edu/waterinstitute/call-abstracts.html
https://conference.ifas.ufl.edu/waterinstitute/call-abstracts.html
https://www.theseminargroup.net/seminardetl.aspx?id=6027
https://sheredling.bamboohr.com/jobs/view.php?id=27
https://sheredling.bamboohr.com/jobs/view.php?id=22&source=other
https://oecd.taleo.net/careersection/ext/jobdetail.ftl?job=14610&lang=en
https://www.governmentjobs.com/careers/washington/jobs/3167604/tmdl-and-water-quality-improvement-lead-environmental-specialist-4
https://tof.bamboohr.com/jobs/view.php?id=29
https://workforcenow.adp.com/mascsr/default/mdf/recruitment/recruitment.html?cid=2a2cd446-3b6b-45ff-90d7-579775843522&ccId=19000101_000001&jobId=419435&source=CC2&lang=en_US
https://www.jonesctr.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/06/Hydrogeologist-Scientist-PD.pdf
https://earthjustice.org/about/jobs/40606/senior-attorney-fossil-fuels-program
https://conservancy.topdoghrrecruiting.com/job/272081/water-policy-manager
https://akima.taleo.net/careersection/akimallc_cs/jobdetail.ftl?job=579018&src=SNS-10085
https://amazon.jobs/en/jobs/1586735/senior-manager-environmental-policy-emea
http://www.twitter.com/TulaneWaterLaw


the country, so don’t you worry, dear readers - we’re still gonna get the lead out. 
 

We’ll Be Watching You, HABs 
      Over the years, we’ve seen the effects of different types of harmful algal blooms (HABs), from dead zones, (like 
the Gulf of Mexico Dead Zone, which is larger than average this year) to unsafe drinking and recreational waters, 
to red tides (causing some especially wild and gross problems this summer for Florida’s Gulf coasts). Well, new 
surveillance technology and networks may mitigate some, but not all, of the problems associated those pesky 
HABs – specifically to the aquaculture sector. The device, called the Imaging Flow CytoBot (IFCB), is a submersible 
camera system that produces hundreds of thousands of images per day. It can be utilized by the fishing industry 
to monitor HABs that contaminate or kill harvested species. The data gained from the IFCB’s images is entered 
into a hub, which breaks down different species and syndromes of HABs and indicates the locations, 
concentrations, and toxicities of them. And it can be submerged for months with virtually no maintenance, so it’s 
an easy way for shellfish farmers and water resource managers to monitor HABs and know when fishing or other 
activities are safer. The network currently only covers some Northeastern Atlantic states, but the hope is that this 
will provide a prototype for coasts along the entire United States in the future. In the Midwest, the EPA has 
teamed up with Kansas scientists to launch the new CyANWeb application as an expansion on its previous app. 
The app makes available similar HAB monitoring information, and alerts water resource managers and community 
members in EPA Region 7 (Iowa, Kansas, Missouri, and Nebraska) on water color changes associated with HABs. 
Those of us on the Gulf coast hope to see these networks expanded soon! 

 
Coastal Law CLE? Sign Us Up! 
       Interested in Louisiana coastal issues and the laws and policies that surround them? Looking for some CLE 
credit this fall? Well, we’ve got just the conference for you – featuring our very own fearless leader, Mark Davis, 
discussing nutrient management, Mississippi River resources, as well as surface and groundwater rights. The 
Seminar Group will be putting on the “Coastal Law in Louisiana” conference in October, with experts discussing 
other topics, such as flood management and levee issues, oysters and aquaculture, offshore wind energy, 
environmental justice and coastal planning, and more. So check out the current agenda here and register if you’re 
interested. We hope to see you there! 

 

https://youtu.be/_xiz8CnP1-0?t=36
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=OMOGaugKpzs
https://www.nature.org/en-us/about-us/where-we-work/priority-landscapes/gulf-of-mexico/stories-in-the-gulf-of-mexico/gulf-of-mexico-dead-zone/
https://wusfnews.wusf.usf.edu/environment/2021-08-04/gulf-dead-zone-is-larger-than-average
https://www.nytimes.com/2013/03/15/science/earth/algae-blooms-threaten-lake-erie.html
https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2021/aug/02/sharks-toxic-red-tide-florida-canal-lemon-blacktip-bonnethead-nurse
https://www.nytimes.com/2021/07/21/us/red-tide-florida-dead-fish.html
https://www.whoi.edu/oceanus/feature/a-dragnet-for-toxic-algae/
https://habhub.whoi.edu/
https://www.epa.gov/newsreleases/epa-launches-mobile-cyanweb-app-expand-data-availability-beyond-cyan-androidtm-app
https://tenor.com/view/sign-me-up-billhader-gif-10903641
https://www.theseminargroup.net/seminardetl.aspx?id=6027
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