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The Long-Awaited PFAS Rules 

Let’s talk about PFAS! Wait, what’s that? You’re tired of hearing 
about them? And it’s just not interesting to you anymore? And you 
think that’s soooo 1940s? Well, that’s too damn bad! Because we’re 
going to do it anyway. These chemicals practically live in our heads 
rent-free, especially since EPA released its latest preliminary effluent 
guidelines, called Preliminary Plan 15. Each year, EPA does a review 
of its effluent limitations guidelines and pretreatment standards. 
This allows the agency to update their regulations to address more 
current issues. The plan contains 3 new rulemakings: two about 
PFAS and 1 about nutrient discharge. The PFAS rules seek to 
establish effluent limitations and/or pretreatment standards for 
Organic Chemicals, Plastics & Synthetic Fibers, and Metal Finishing 
point-source facilities. With this, EPA finally joins several states that 
have already decided to tackle the forever chemicals; good news: 
Louisiana is one of them. In case you missed it, Governor Edwards 
signed HB 389 (now Act. No. 232) into law on June 11, 2021. The law 
prohibits the use of firefighting foam that contains PFAS unless in 
response for an emergency. However, it doesn’t prohibit the 
manufacturing, sale, and distribution of them. Better than nothing, 
we suppose. It’s good news that EPA has taken more steps to 
regulate PFAS, especially since the National Fire Protection 
Association still insists on using PFAS-laden fabrics in their protective 
gear, claiming such substances are required to make gear that can 
withstand 40 consecutive hours of harsh UV light.   

Happy about the new preliminary guidelines? Disappointed? Let 
the EPA know and submit your comments! Comments must be 
received on or before Oct. 14, so you better get a move on it. 

 
What a Load of Bull (or Maybe Not?) 

Preliminary Plan 15 also sets limits on nutrient discharge from 
Meat and Poultry-Product point sources. Excess nutrients in our 
waterways can lead to harmful algal blooms (HABs) that create 
things like the infamous Dead Zone in the Gulf by blocking sunlight 
from reaching the sea bed, and some types of algae create toxins 
that can be harmful to human and animal health. It’s not just the 
Gulf states; North Carolina has been having nutrient problems, too. 

 Farms are a major source of nutrient pollution because of the 
fertilizers used on crops and the animal excrement. Cows may be 
great mascots for fast food chicken, but they’re awful for the 
environment. Their gaseous releases send greenhouse gases and 
their poop pollutes waterways. Their fecal matter creates ammonia, 
which changes into nitrous oxide when it leaches into the soil (plus 
fecal coliform bacteria that can get us sick).  But what if…. stick with 
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Coming up: 
 

French American Innovation Days on Physical Sciences and 
Engineering Solutions for the Environment (FAID Green & 
Blue); September 13: Innovations in Energy; September 15: 
Water and the Environment; September 17: Resilience in 
the Built Environment  
 
2021 National Coastal Conference; September 28-October 1  
 
Colorado River District Annual Water Conference; Oct. 1 
 
Eighth Biennial University of Florida Water Institute 
Symposium Abstract Deadline: October 6 
 
ABA SEER Fall Conference; Oct. 13-15 
 

The Seminar Group: Coastal Law in Louisiana; October 21-
22 
 

Water jobs: 
 

Summer Associate and Associate Attorney; Sher Edling LLP; 
San Francisco, CA 
 

TMDL and Water Quality Improvement Lead; State of 
Washington Water Quality Program; Lacey, WA 
 

Program Operations Associate; The Ocean Foundation; 
Washington, DC 
 

Senior Attorney, Fossil Fuels Program;  Earthjustice; New 
Orleans or Texas 
 

Senior Manager, Environmental Policy (EMEA); Amazon; 
Brussels, Belgium 
 

Louisiana Bucket Brigade; Campaign Director, New Orleans, 
LA; Economic Development Manager, River Parishes, LA; 
Liquefied Natural Gas Campaign Coordinator, Lake Charles, 
LA 
 

Staff Attorney; Great Rivers Environmental Law Center; St. 
Louis, MO 
 

Sierra Club; Gas Exports Campaign Representative, New 
Orleans/Gulf Coast, LA;  National Distributed Organizing 
Representative, LA/TX/DC. 
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https://pfas-1.itrcweb.org/fact_sheets_page/PFAS_Fact_Sheet_History_and_Use_April2020.pdf
https://pfas-1.itrcweb.org/fact_sheets_page/PFAS_Fact_Sheet_History_and_Use_April2020.pdf
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YX2IQG4wTCE
https://www.reuters.com/business/legal/epa-proposes-first-limits-pfas-wastewater-2021-09-09/
https://www.epa.gov/system/files/documents/2021-09/ow-prelim-elg-plan-15_508.pdf
https://legis.la.gov/legis/ViewDocument.aspx?d=1235313
https://subscriber.politicopro.com/article/eenews/2021/09/13/firefighters-lose-bid-for-pfas-free-gear-280500
https://subscriber.politicopro.com/article/eenews/2021/09/13/firefighters-lose-bid-for-pfas-free-gear-280500
https://subscriber.politicopro.com/article/eenews/2021/09/13/firefighters-lose-bid-for-pfas-free-gear-280500
https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2021/09/14/2021-19787/preliminary-effluent-guidelines-program-plan-15
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=q38WVCP_Zk8
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=GIGtHhAfe8w
https://www.wdsu.com/article/massachusetts-zoo-red-river-hog-piglet/37603470
https://coastalreview.org/2021/09/something-is-causing-more-algal-blooms-in-more-places/
https://faid-houston.france-science.org/
https://faid-houston.france-science.org/
https://faid-houston.france-science.org/
https://asbpa.org/conferences/
https://form.jotform.com/212357260130039
https://conference.ifas.ufl.edu/waterinstitute/call-abstracts.html
https://conference.ifas.ufl.edu/waterinstitute/call-abstracts.html
https://web.cvent.com/event/4e55fac0-9383-432c-a10f-56d1b6fd3eb9/summary
https://www.theseminargroup.net/seminardetl.aspx?id=6027
https://sheredling.bamboohr.com/jobs/view.php?id=27
https://sheredling.bamboohr.com/jobs/view.php?id=22&source=other
https://www.governmentjobs.com/careers/washington/jobs/3167604/tmdl-and-water-quality-improvement-lead-environmental-specialist-4
https://tof.bamboohr.com/jobs/view.php?id=29
https://earthjustice.org/about/jobs/40606/senior-attorney-fossil-fuels-program
https://amazon.jobs/en/jobs/1586735/senior-manager-environmental-policy-emea
https://labucketbrigade.org/now-hiring-campaign-director/
https://labucketbrigade.org/now-hiring-economic-development-manager/
https://labucketbrigade.org/now-hiring-liquefied-natural-gas-campaign-coordinator/
https://greatriverslaw.org/job-openings/
https://phf.tbe.taleo.net/phf01/ats/careers/v2/viewRequisition?org=SIERRACLUB&cws=42&rid=1797
https://phf.tbe.taleo.net/phf01/ats/careers/v2/viewRequisition?org=SIERRACLUB&cws=39&rid=1790
https://phf.tbe.taleo.net/phf01/ats/careers/v2/viewRequisition?org=SIERRACLUB&cws=39&rid=1790
http://www.twitter.com/TulaneWaterLaw


us, here…you could potty train a cow? It’s not as crazy as it sounds. It was previously believed that cows lack the 
ability to control their defecation, but scientists found that they can actually be trained to *ahem* release in 
specific areas, where their waste can then be collected and treated. What are these designated areas called? Well, 
MooLoos, of course! The methods they used to train these belching bovines is not dissimilar to the techniques 
used to train our canine companions: positive reinforcement. Eleven of the 16 cows eventually learned to hold in 
their poops until taken to the MooLoos. Unlike some celebrities at the Met Gala (Gah-lah? Gay-la?), they 
understood the assignment.  Maybe the scientists can enlist some help for the last five.  

 
Let’s Talk About Plastics 

Speaking of anthropogenic additions into our waterways, plastic pollution is another “hip and happenin’” issue 
in the environmental world. It’s becoming a concern across more and more industries, including food and medical 
supply. The microplastics that make it into our water can harm aquatic life, and we’ve known—or at least 
suspected—that human activity is linked to their existence in our lakes, rivers, and oceans. A few scientists in the 
U.K. were able to show a correlation and put it down in cold, hard numbers. They found that the concentrations 
of water microparticles were 4x higher in areas with more human activity and 5x lower where there were more 
active microorganisms. Mother Nature tries to fix our problems, yet again. Sure, there are animals that can help 
break down plastic waste, including…*checks notes*… cows? Still, it’s more of a nibble than a gobble, and we 
can’t really let a caterpillar show us up, can we? Moreover, plastics shouldn’t be left to sit exposed to the 
elements forever. Sunlight breaks down plastics into different polymers, which can be good news or bad news, 
depending on your preferred perspective. Those smaller polymers and compounds are more easily dissolved and 
can be made airborne, going who-knows-where. The process takes less than 100 hours, so that water bottle you 
saw on the beach several days ago could be in your nose by now. If you prefer to see your glass half full, some of 
the compounds are water-soluble and consist of organic molecules that can be eaten by ocean microbes, which 
might be a way to get rid of those plastics.  

 
Sharing is Caring 

In 2018, two Florida cities, Cape Coral and Fort Myers, entered into an agreement to share water via a 
pipeline, the Caloosahtchee Connect. The pipeline enables Cape Coral to receive about 6 million gallons per day of 
reclaimed water from Fort Myers, which will reduce discharges to the Caloosahtchee River and limit the negative 
impacts caused by those discharges. Sending the surplus water is also expected to reduce withdrawals from 
freshwater canals and help maintain water levels. Two birds with one stone and all that. Construction of the 
pipeline is expected to begin Fall 2021, with each city being responsible for funding their respective sides of the 
roughly $85 million project.  

https://www.cell.com/current-biology/fulltext/S0960-9822(21)00966-0
https://apnews.com/article/oddities-new-zealand-europe-animals-biology-fc795581062bbde21c49143579f99639
https://climate.nasa.gov/faq/33/which-is-a-bigger-methane-source-cow-belching-or-cow-flatulence/
https://www.newyorker.com/culture/on-and-off-the-avenue/the-met-gala-searches-for-america
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2OcJRe6GS9k
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=flLiIaN06Eo
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6KMOwBBT6iA
https://www.foodnavigator.com/Article/2021/09/10/Food-companies-behind-the-curve-on-plastic-pollution-campaigners-claim
https://www.bbc.com/news/uk-wales-57687261
https://www.bbc.com/news/uk-wales-57687261
https://phys.org/news/2021-09-microparticles-lakes-nearby-human.html
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https://www.peacefuldumpling.com/microbes-in-cow-stomachs-can-dissolve-plastic
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https://www.sciencealert.com/sunlight-can-bake-plastic-waste-into-a-soup-of-tens-of-thousands-of-organic-molecules
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https://subscriber.politicopro.com/article/eenews/2021/09/10/sunlight-could-dissolve-plastics-out-of-the-ocean-study-280461
https://subscriber.politicopro.com/article/eenews/2021/09/10/sunlight-could-dissolve-plastics-out-of-the-ocean-study-280461
https://nbc-2.com/news/local/2021/09/13/future-pipeline-connecting-cape-coral-fort-myers-to-improve-water-quality/
https://www.caloosahatcheeconnect.com/overview/
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