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Permanent Canal Gates and Pumps in New Orleans Just About 
Finished. So, Who’s Going to Run Them?  

After Hurricane Katrina and the levee failures the Corps of 
Engineers got to work on “HSDRRS” (imagine Madea saying “his dress”) 
to ensure that that whole thing would never happen again. Waaay over 
there along the Lakeshore (we from Uptown), where New Orleans’ 
drainage canals meet Lake Pontchartrain, they’re finishing up the 
Permanent Canal Closure and Pumps (PCCP) part of that system.  

Well, like with many Corps projects, once construction is done, they 
turn operations and maintenance (O&M) over to a local partner. In the 
case of HSDRRS, that local partner is Louisiana’s Coastal Protection and 
Restoration Authority (CPRA). CPRA then turns it over to a more-local 
partner. Much of HSDRRS O&M is going to the Southeast Louisiana 
Flood Protection Authorities (FPAs) – East and West; they were also 
born of Katrina and the floods from the soggy ashes of individual parish 
levee boards.  

However, PCCP was intended to be taken over by the Sewerage and 
Water Board of New Orleans (SWBNO). That would make sense since 
they’re the ones in charge of everything getting pumped into those 
canals, so why not let them also handle pumping the water out of 
those canals? Well, as you may have heard, SWBNO has had a rough 
2017 (welcome to New Orleans, Marcie Edwards!).  

So, maybe the FPA-East is going to take over O&M of PCCP. FPA-
East and SWBNO are working out the details, but many might find this 
a more reassuring arrangement, since approximately zero New 
Orleaneans are fans of SWBNO right now (expect them to be target #1 
in this year’s satirical Carnival parades, our mayor-elect will just have to 
wait her turn). However, FPA-East brought their famously ambitious or 
famously frivolous lawsuit (RIP) against oil and gas companies for 
wetland loss largely because they’re already struggling under the 
HSDRRS O&M burden. So, we’re left with a federal project built by a 
federal agency that someone’s always mad at given to a state agency 
working under a broad and overwhelming mandate and turned over to 
a regional body searching for adequate funding or to a city agency 
struggling for an entirely new identity and culture. This is an important 
project that can help keep water out of tens of thousands of homes 
and businesses, but it’s starting to feel more like Dolly’s Coat of Many 
Colors – only if her mother was a cruel, cruel woman who thought 
Jimmy Kimmel’s “I ate your Holloween candy” videos weren’t mean 
enough. There’s got to be a less schizophrenic way to build, delegate, 
and fund.  
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http://www.mvn.usace.army.mil/Missions/HSDRRS/
https://youtu.be/dqT1GTliAKg?t=5m42s
http://www.mvn.usace.army.mil/Missions/HSDRRS/PCCP/
https://www.google.com/search?q=new+orleans+sewerage+%26+water+board+disaster&source=lnt&tbs=qdr:y&sa=X&ved=0ahUKEwjvhPmrh57YAhUnyoMKHepzAmAQpwUIIQ&biw=1680&bih=919
https://www.google.com/search?q=new+orleans+sewerage+%26+water+board+disaster&source=lnt&tbs=qdr:y&sa=X&ved=0ahUKEwjvhPmrh57YAhUnyoMKHepzAmAQpwUIIQ&biw=1680&bih=919
http://www.nola.com/politics/index.ssf/2017/12/sewerage_and_water_board_hires.html
http://www.nola.com/environment/index.ssf/2017/11/levee_authority_to_operate_per.html#incart_river_index
https://www.nytimes.com/interactive/2014/10/02/magazine/mag-oil-lawsuit.html?_r=0
http://www.latimes.com/nation/la-na-louisiana-lawsuit-jindal-20140606-story.html
http://wwno.org/post/supreme-court-kills-levee-boards-lawsuit-against-oil-and-gas-companies
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=w_-YbWHs6DE
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=w_-YbWHs6DE
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1NDkVx9AzSY
https://www.theseminargroup.net/seminardetl.aspx?id=18.ShrnO
https://tulaneenvironmentallawsummit.com/
https://tulaneenvironmentallawsummit.com/
https://nwf.applicantpro.com/jobs/675797.html
https://nwf.applicantpro.com/jobs/675797.html
http://www.nemw.org/intern-water-policy/
https://www.ceres.org/about-us/career-opportunities?gnk=job&gni=8a7880665e74ae39015e77485cb36c03
https://www.ceres.org/about-us/career-opportunities?gnk=job&gni=8a7880665e74ae39015e77485cb36c03
https://www.joshswaterjobs.com/jobs/5909
https://www.indeed.com/cmp/Kronick-Moskovitz-Tiedemann-&-Girard/jobs/Natural-Resource-Lateral-Attorney-8138e83962aee7dd?q=%22water%20law%22
http://www.twitter.com/TulaneWaterLaw


Interstellar Asteroid Might Contain Alien Water!  
How long until we can bottle it and sell it for $50 a liter? A couple of months ago, an object entered the Solar 

System from, well, somewhere else. We’ve got hundreds of thousands of asteroids and comets in our Sun’s 
system, but astronomers have never before documented one coming in from another system; they named it 
'Oumuamua. So, it’s a special lump of rock. But it’s even more special than just being interstellar! It’s long and 
skinny and looks like something out of Marvel Comics, a Star War, or some other intellectual property Disney 
owns. It’s so unusual in origin and shape that it’s been monitored for sounds of alien origin by a telescope named 
for Sen. Robert Byrd. It hasn’t made any sounds. So the guy who used to be in Blink-182 and the guy who used to 
work for the Pentagon will have to keep on looking for that big moment.  But what all this probing HAS found is 
that the interior of the asteroid might contain a whole bunch of water. It seems it’s very similar in make up to 
other icy bodies within the Solar System that have a thin carbon-heavy crust on the outside and ice on the inside. 
Let’s catch this thing, bottle it, get P Diddy on board, and make a fortune! Super high priced alien water - it can’t 
be a sadder commentary on our world than bottled water for babies.  

 
2017 – What a Year!  

This is our last TUWaterWays of the year. It’s been a busy year for our Institute, for water at Tulane, and for 
water around the world. So, we’d just like to take this opportunity to thank you for reading. Please keep the 
comments and suggestions flowing. Have a happy New Year, and see you in 2018.   

https://www.nature.com/articles/nature25020
https://www.engadget.com/2017/11/21/first-observed-interstellar-object-cigar-shaped-asteroid/
https://www.engadget.com/2017/11/21/first-observed-interstellar-object-cigar-shaped-asteroid/
https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/en/e/ed/Fantasticfour72.jpg
https://i.pinimg.com/originals/a7/31/47/a73147366cfbd40606918e2198827438.gif
https://www.billboard.com/articles/columns/rock/8071145/tom-delonge-ufo-timeline
https://www.nytimes.com/2017/12/16/us/politics/pentagon-program-ufo-harry-reid.html?_r=0
https://www.nytimes.com/2017/12/16/us/politics/pentagon-program-ufo-harry-reid.html?_r=0
https://www.theatlantic.com/science/archive/2017/12/oumuamua-asteroid-composition/548627/
https://www.mensfitness.com/nutrition/what-to-drink/sean-combs-mark-wahlberg-launch-fitness-water-brand
http://www.bellinghamherald.com/news/nation-world/national/article188052834.html
http://audacious.tulane.edu/stories/the-current-of-our-past-and-future/
http://www.circleofblue.org/2017/world/year-water-2017/
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