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When the Freshwater Goes, the Saltwater Comes 

Even if you’re not perched above the Kawarau River or taking a 
ride in a gondola, there’s probably water under your feet right now 
(and if you are, get back to your vacation. TUWaterWays will still be 
here). How accessible and how useful that water down in the ground 
is depends on its amount, its depth, and its quality. The biggest threat 
to the usefulness of that groundwater around the world is salinity. 
Yes, PFAS, we see you. But the balance between saltwater aquifers 
and freshwater aquifers is constantly in flux, especially in coastal 
areas around there world. And, with increased draws on the 
freshwater and rising seas pushing the saltwater higher, that balance 
is shifting in very many places. Coastal communities up and down the 
U.S. East Coast see the most issues in both the poorest and the richest 
areas—the former where resources to rise to the occasion are limited 
and the latter where demand is strongest and most seasonal. But it’s 
not just there—saltwater intrusion is making its way up rivers and 
aquifers in California and Southeast Asia, threatening agricultural 
systems depended on by millions. In Louisiana, it’s killed off 
ecosystems already, and is threatening the capital’s drinking water 
supply, where they just have to muster the political will to kick 
industrial users off of the groundwater supply and onto some surface 
water source that just may be nearby. Drought is increasing saltwater 
intrusion from Italy to India. In Bangladesh, it’s driven some 
communities to be dependent on collecting rainwater. Unfortunately, 
they’re collecting it as it runs off of roofs made of asbestos and 
getting sick. And that water under you riding in the gondola isn’t as 
fresh as it used to be either.  

Countries and states around the world need to properly manage 
their water usage from this perspective knowing that they’re playing 
with a deck that’s loaded against them. And they need to win 
anyways. For some, yeah, desalinization and throwing money and 
energy at the problem might make it go away for a while, but 
managing aquifers and coastal streams to maintain or even rebound 
from their current state is the only way to ensure we have a chance to 
keep coastal regions habitable.  

  
It's So Easy to Feed The Cow When You Get The Water For Free! 

It’s usually frowned upon when state agencies give resources 
away for free or even just for a sweetheart deal. But it happens pretty 
often, and it’s the same old song. Most recently, that song’s played in 
Arizona where water from a groundwater reserve has been sold or 
given away to a company called Fondomonte. That company seems to 
love to grow alfalfa in the deserts of Arizona and California. It can 
afford to do so no matter how expensive land or water get because 
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Coming Up: 

 
Water Collaborative Seeds of Innovation: Resilient Design 
Competition; Registration ends August 25 
 
ABA SEER 30th Fall Conference; September 21- 24 
 
Louisiana Climate Initiatives Task Force Fall Meeting and 
Workshop; October 22 
 
Restore America’s Estuaries, 2022 Coastal and Estuarine 
Summit; December 4-8; New Orleans 
 

Water jobs: 
 
Water Quality Technician; Pontchartrain Conservancy; 
Metairie, LA 
 
Clinical Instructor Tulane Environmental Law Clinic; New 
Orleans, LA 
 
Associate Attorney, Senior Attorney, and Paralegal; 
Earthjustice; Multiple Locations 
 
Climate Risk Legal Fellow; Environmental Defense Fund; 
Boulder, CO 
  
Summer Associate 2023, Sher Edling LLP, San Francisco 
 
California Resources Control Water Board; Sacramento, CA 
 
Maryland Staff Attorney; Chesapeake Bay Foundation; 
Annapolis, MD 
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=aRoiM-buNHE
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=cUX2Mj4SN7o
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=cUX2Mj4SN7o
https://www.ngwa.org/what-is-groundwater/groundwater-issues/Groundwater-and-PFAS
https://www.circleofblue.org/2022/world/saltwater-intrusion-a-slow-poison-to-east-coast-drinking-water/?mc_cid=33003ba7c6&mc_eid=a421866bc9
https://www.circleofblue.org/2022/world/saltwater-intrusion-a-slow-poison-to-east-coast-drinking-water/?mc_cid=33003ba7c6&mc_eid=a421866bc9
https://dnrec.alpha.delaware.gov/outdoor-delaware/salt-in-our-water/
https://abcnews.go.com/US/wireStory/dry-california-salty-water-creeps-key-waterways-88092847
https://abcnews.go.com/US/wireStory/dry-california-salty-water-creeps-key-waterways-88092847
https://e360.yale.edu/features/salt-scourge-the-dual-threat-of-warming-and-rising-salinity
https://www.montereycountyweekly.com/news/local_news/pumping-of-the-deep-aquifer-which-holds-ancient-water-has-intensified-in-recent-years-and/article_42ece60c-18f4-11ed-8f03-97e04660a03b.html
https://www.montereycountyweekly.com/news/local_news/pumping-of-the-deep-aquifer-which-holds-ancient-water-has-intensified-in-recent-years-and/article_42ece60c-18f4-11ed-8f03-97e04660a03b.html
https://www.wwno.org/coastal-desk/2022-07-18/during-summer-camp-a-conversation-with-pointe-au-chien-children-about-land-loss-and-culture
https://www.wwno.org/coastal-desk/2022-07-18/during-summer-camp-a-conversation-with-pointe-au-chien-children-about-land-loss-and-culture
https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2022/jun/08/louisiana-saltwater-intrusion-water-exxon-georgia-pacific
https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2022/jun/08/louisiana-saltwater-intrusion-water-exxon-georgia-pacific
https://cdm16340.contentdm.oclc.org/digital/collection/p15196coll1/id/70
https://cdm16340.contentdm.oclc.org/digital/collection/p15196coll1/id/70
https://www.ansamed.info/ansamed/en/news/sections/generalnews/2022/07/26/italy-drought-piedmont-water-reserves-exhausted-official_481a51cc-19d4-4d6b-8fe7-1654cab50ebb.html
https://www.thestatesman.com/opinion/coastal-areas-need-protective-policies-1503098814.html
https://www.aa.com.tr/en/asia-pacific/growing-asbestos-use-causing-deadly-diseases-in-coastal-bangladesh/2653073
https://www.researchgate.net/publication/267860917_Salt_Water_Intrusion_in_The_Shallow_Aquifers_of_Venice
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=CkKJy4UaPHM
https://www.yahoo.com/news/saudi-firm-pumped-arizona-groundwater-130044725.html
https://www.yahoo.com/news/saudi-firm-pumped-arizona-groundwater-130044725.html
https://www.cnbc.com/2016/01/15/saudi-arabia-buying-up-farmland-in-us-southwest.html
https://www.waterflowsforward.com/planter-box-competition
https://www.waterflowsforward.com/planter-box-competition
https://web.cvent.com/event/9a687070-c224-4801-8d8b-5549bf6ee986/summary
https://www.louisianactac.org/events/climate-initiatives-task-force-fall-meeting-and-workshop/
https://www.louisianactac.org/events/climate-initiatives-task-force-fall-meeting-and-workshop/
https://raesummit2022.estuaries.org/
https://raesummit2022.estuaries.org/
https://scienceforourcoast.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/04/Wat-Qual-Technician-Job-Descript-2022.pdf
https://apply.interfolio.com/108373
https://earthjustice.org/about/jobs
https://careers-edf.icims.com/jobs/3740/climate-risk-legal-fellow/job
https://sheredling.bamboohr.com/jobs/view.php?id=33
https://www.jobs.ca.gov/CalHRPublic/Search/JobSearchResults.aspx#kw=law&depid=153
https://www.cbf.org/about-cbf/jobs-internships/jobs/maryland-staff-attorney.html
http://www.twitter.com/TulaneWaterLaw
https://www.instagram.com/tulanewaterlaw/


it’s part of Almarai, a huge dairy company owned by the Saudi royal family that exports all that alfalfa back home 
to feed to milk cows. It’s a better deal than draining their own groundwater supplies to grow alfalfa themselves in 
the even drier conditions of the Arabian Peninsula.  

That groundwater was supposed to function as a reserve for the Central Arizona Project, the infrastructure 
that taps into the Colorado River and allows millions of people to reside in the Valley of the Sun like it’s Xanadu. 
Instead, that groundwater’s been given away for free and going to Fondomonte’s alfalfa fields on land the state is 
leasing them for just $25 an acre. This is, of course, a violation of the Arizona Constitution. Did we blow your mind 
this time? Probably not. It’s surprising how often an agency says to some ultrawealthy corporation, “my world is 
empty without you.”  

 
TEN YEARS!  

A couple of weeks ago, we hit a milestone here at TUWaterWays: our tenth anniversary of putting this 
newsletter out into the world. So, we thought it an appropriate time to share our appreciation. Although the first 
issue wasn’t entirely legible, you’ve stuck with us for nearly 500 issues of this newsletter and helped expand our 
readership by telling your friends and colleagues about it. Thank you. We’ve been hovering a bit below 900 email 
subscribers for a couple of years now, and it seems like hundreds of you even open it up every week! Thank you! 
Here’s to us getting another 900 subscribers, drumming up enough funding to keep our team employed, and 
putting news, analysis, and bizarre internet links out into the world for another TEN YEARS!  

  

https://www.agriland.ie/farming-news/first-hand-experience-on-saudis-largest-dairy-farm-almarai/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dKSB2O2Shts
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qYNjpZ3NAGE
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qYNjpZ3NAGE
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7SuSsvJUqKI
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7SuSsvJUqKI
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=avtK9Bz0sPg
https://www.tulanewater.org/copy-of-tuwaterways
https://www.tulanewater.org/_files/ugd/32079b_c84fc22b5baf47a3b1a4bdc1957f8bf2.pdf
https://www.tulanewater.org/_files/ugd/32079b_c84fc22b5baf47a3b1a4bdc1957f8bf2.pdf
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1zTbVRPh5EI
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