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People Will Come 

A few weeks ago, we talked about the NOAA report that painted a 
grim portrait of sea level rise. Well, not long after, the IPCC added salt 
to the wound with their Sixth Assessment Report, warning that it’s not 
only water from below that we should be concerned about, it’s also 
water from above. Is your eco-anxiety skyrocketing? Ours, too. The 
report predicts a higher probability of major hurricanes that will, in 
combination with rising sea levels, devastate coastal communities, 
causing problems in all facets of life—and have an especially hard 
impact on poor people—no, not you, Elon Musk. If you were looking 
for an example, you needn’t have waited long. Australia is 
experiencing some of the worst flooding in history caused by severe 
storms. The Mississippi River rose to 11.4 feet last week, which isn’t 
enough to require opening the spillway—the magic number there is 17 
feet. However, it was enough to trigger inspections around the levees 
and delay subsurface projects within 1,500 feet of the levees. As far as 
river levels go, this isn’t very out of the ordinary, but it’s a reminder of 
how all parts of our lives revolve around water—including our pockets. 
No wonder Louisiana is losing people. This all sounds bad, and some of 
it is. But come now, it’s not all doom and gloom. If you’re going to be 
in a Gulf state, Louisiana isn’t the worst place to be. The state has been 
dealing with climate change for years and with, let’s say, “water 
abundance” for even longer. There’s a state Coastal Master Plan, a 
Hazard Mitigation Plan for New Orleans, and now a Climate Action 
Plan for the state. Still, we just can’t keep going the same speed ahead. 
Of course, plans are one thing, but it’s another thing entirely to 
implement them effectively—it’s very much a holistic problem that 
needs to be addressed accordingly. Just ask Miami. This is a sink or 
swim moment (almost literally), and to be an attractive and viable 
option for growth, Louisiana needs to show that it’s aware of the 
climate risks and is tackling them. 

Whatever solutions there are will need a significant amount of 
funding, it’s true, but money will have to be spent either way. Whether 
it is spent on building better infrastructure in anticipation of inevitable 
environmental (and animal) challenges or on recovery efforts to 
rebuild and resettle people away from the coast is up to us. We all 
know how well relief funding is handled. Flooding is happening either 
way, and it makes sense to prepare, because there’s no promise that 
we’ll be preserved as well as the Endurance. This is where the next 
part of the IPCC report comes in. It’s scheduled to be published in April 
and will focus on mitigation and what countries can (and should) do to 
lessen the damage that will be caused by climate change.  

Part of building towards the future means investing in it, even 
when it seems like no one wants it. But if you build it, they will come. 
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Coming Up: 
 

Tulane Environmental Law Summit, March 11-12 
 

SLU Summit for Water, March 22-23 
 

ABA SEER 51st Spring Conference, April 6 - 8 
 

Coastal Law in Louisiana (CLE), April 21- 22 
 

Water jobs: 
 
Senior Research Fellow, Tulane Institute on Water 
Resources Law & Policy; New Orleans, LA 
 

Ocean and Coastal Law Fellow, National Sea Grant Law 
Center; Oxford MS 
 

Western Water Policy Specialist, The Nature Conservancy; 
flexible within the Western US 
 

Water Justice Specialist, Bayou City Waterkeeper, Houston, 
TX 
 

Sustainability/ESG Director, PwC; multiple locations 
 

Research Associate, University of New Orleans; New 
Orleans, LA 
 

Research Associate 1, University of Louisiana Lafayette; 
Lafayette, LA 
 

Organizing Representative, Sierra Club; New Orleans, LA 
 

Advocacy Director, Coalition to Restore Coastal Louisiana; 
New Orleans, LA 
 

Policy Advisor, Mississippi River Basin Floodplain, The 
Nature Conservancy; LA, MS, AR, TN, or KY 
 

Attorney, California State Water Resources Control Board; 
Sacramento, CA 
 

Associate Attorney, Oceans Program, Earthjustice; Seattle, 
WA 
 

Sportsmen Outreach Coordinator; National Wildlife 
Federation; New Orleans, LA 
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7SB16il97yw
https://www.tulanewater.org/_files/ugd/32079b_c7545b20ecfb49039a9c7ea2d889be2b.pdf
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=oKQ4uv_e2FQ
https://www.scientificamerican.com/article/therapists-are-reckoning-with-eco-anxiety/
https://apnews.com/article/climate-science-asia-indonesia-united-nations-fe0ae4d5e210a3f390ad2a7a3b798d02
https://www.vanityfair.com/style/2022/03/grimes-cover-story-on-music-and-mars
https://www.nytimes.com/2022/03/09/world/australia/nsw-floods.html
https://www.nola.com/news/environment/article_7b13b2d4-9a52-11ec-b1c1-f77be8ff887d.html
https://www.nbcbayarea.com/news/local/climate-in-crisis/rising-seas-could-raise-insurance-rates-of-those-living-near-water/2816932/
https://www.nola.com/news/politics/article_c9a00050-637b-11ec-a1a3-773fc5fa7af3.html#:%7E:text=Louisiana's%20population%20shrank%20by%20more,to%20new%20Census%20Bureau%20estimates.
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1DWiB7ZuLvI
https://coastal.la.gov/our-plan/2017-coastal-master-plan/
https://ready.nola.gov/hazard-mitigation/home/
https://gov.louisiana.gov/assets/docs/CCI-Task-force/CAP/Climate_Action_Plan_FINAL_3.pdf
https://gov.louisiana.gov/assets/docs/CCI-Task-force/CAP/Climate_Action_Plan_FINAL_3.pdf
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=J6nJIZu4Hdg
https://www.miamiherald.com/news/local/environment/article258869528.html
https://www.nola.com/news/business/article_4316d734-9fc6-11ec-bf0e-237a7624d5c9.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2016/05/03/us/resettling-the-first-american-climate-refugees.html
https://subscriber.politicopro.com/article/eenews/2022/03/08/hud-says-texas-agency-discriminated-in-flood-relief-funding-00015301
https://subscriber.politicopro.com/article/eenews/2022/03/08/hud-says-texas-agency-discriminated-in-flood-relief-funding-00015301
https://www.nbcnews.com/news/world/ernest-shackletons-ship-endurance-antarctica-sea-106-years-1915-rcna19264?cid=sm_npd_nn_fb_nw&fbclid=IwAR2v3jQ6zA-L33M-ILKM6kW89ARFyh9x8DRROnlVYRexCBRieI91mCbwHto
https://tulaneenvironmentallawsummit.com/
https://alumni.slu.edu/s/1264/17/interior.aspx?sid=1264&gid=1&pgid=7449&cid=11949&ecid=11949&authkey=1GIUG66MBlSRTyxOQXMX1ItgKKu8ZhdwPGDJbRDPxYcaqd4VyWh5xQ%3d%3d
https://web.cvent.com/event/ea6dee84-227d-4bf5-8ee7-4b12deb77aa5/summary
https://www.theseminargroup.net/seminardetl.aspx?id=22.shrNO
https://jobs.tulane.edu/position/IRC22821
https://careers.olemiss.edu/job/University-Law-Fellow%2C-Temporary-MS-38677/834883200/
https://www.joshswaterjobs.com/jobs/125471/
https://bayoucitywaterkeeper.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/01/Water-Justice-Specialist.pdf
https://jobs.us.pwc.com/job/-/-/932/8531402784?utm_source=linkedin.com&utm_campaign=core_media&utm_medium=social_media&utm_content=job_posting&ss=paid&dclid=CIHN-by5yvMCFUvrwAodK4kFqw
https://ulsuno.wd1.myworkdayjobs.com/en-US/UniversityOfNewOrleans/job/New-Orleans-La/Research-Associate-1_R-000365
https://louisiana.csod.com/ux/ats/careersite/1/home/requisition/1576?c=louisiana
https://phf.tbe.taleo.net/phf01/ats/careers/v2/viewRequisition?org=SIERRACLUB&cws=39&rid=1816
https://www.crcl.org/_files/ugd/d2b7de_8fd72f2538bb45fba446d0afeb90d7a0.pdf
https://careers.nature.org/psc/tnccareers/APPLICANT/APPL/c/HRS_HRAM_FL.HRS_CG_SEARCH_FL.GBL?Page=HRS_APP_JBPST_FL&Action=U&FOCUS=Applicant&SiteId=1&JobOpeningId=51036&PostingSeq=1&PortalActualURL=https%3a%2f%2fcareers.nature.org%2fpsc%2ftnccareers%2fAPPLICANT%2fAPPL%2fc%2fHRS_HRAM_FL.HRS_CG_SEARCH_FL.GBL%3fPage%3dHRS_APP_JBPST_FL%26Action%3dU%26FOCUS%3dApplicant%26SiteId%3d1%26JobOpeningId%3d51036%26PostingSeq%3d1&PortalRegistryName=APPLICANT&PortalServletURI=https%3a%2f%2fcareers.nature.org%2fpsp%2ftnccareers%2f&PortalURI=https%3a%2f%2fcareers.nature.org%2fpsc%2ftnccareers%2f&PortalHostNode=APPL&NoCrumbs=yes&PortalKeyStruct=yes
https://www.calcareers.ca.gov/CalHrPublic/Jobs/JobPosting.aspx?JobControlId=253429
https://jobs.americanbar.org/job/associate-attorney-oceans-program-open-to-other-locations/61796058/?utm_source=JobsEmail&utm_medium=Email&utm_content=JobPost&utm_campaign=Feb-28
https://recruiting.ultipro.com/NAT1047NWF/JobBoard/1ca8346a-33cc-401d-90d9-d7f752fdfd7d/OpportunityDetail?opportunityId=6ab7c4a8-e58e-413c-9fee-065ae1e4aee2
http://www.twitter.com/TulaneWaterLaw


In the meantime, get some damn fine (or at least reasonable) flood insurance. Also, you might want to squeeze in 
your trip to Disney World sooner rather than later. 

 
Michigan’s Water Worries Continue  

One of the drawbacks of being a “water-rich” state is that it also makes you rich in water-related 
controversies. While the Attorney General is trying to deal with the consequences of privatized dams, Michigan 
lawmakers are trying to find ways to protect groundwater from excess withdrawals, including by water-bottling, 
price-fixing, cookie-making companies. When Nestle Waters North America bought Blue Briton Brands a few years 
ago, the sale also came with a controversial permit that allowed them to extract 400 gallons-per-minute (576,000 
gallons daily) from their White Springs well. The company eventually decided to return the permit—presumably it 
wasn’t worth the fuss. Some legislators are drafting bills to restrict groundwater withdrawals for bottled water. 
The bills are expected to expand the Public Trust Doctrine to groundwater and specifically include bottled-water 
companies under those regulations. Not to brag, but…. Louisiana is ahead of the game on that. Self-pat on the 
back aside, it’s always good to see the Public Trust Doctrine being embraced and used to more of its potential. It 
sounds like the perfect time to invest in a reusable water bottle.  

 
Hot Fun in the Summittime  

Today’s the day! The highlight of the New Orleans social calendar is upon us once again. That’s right, it’s time 
for the 27th Annual Tulane Environmental Law & Policy Summit! Panels will be held all day today and tomorrow 
(March 11 and 12), attendance will be virtual, CLEs will be available, and Governor John Bel Edwards is slated to 
give a keynote address. That address will be the in-person cherry on the sessions’ virtual sundae! Get your best 
summiting gear ready now! 

   
 
 
 
 
 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KxwcQ1dapw8
https://www.freep.com/story/news/local/michigan/2022/03/09/flood-insurance-policies-michigan/6929914001/
https://www.miamiherald.com/news/state/florida/article259177528.html
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=m5uayeTCYJQ
https://www.tulanewater.org/_files/ugd/32079b_9f6ae9b207c740e38090ca4c07cef991.pdf
https://www.mashed.com/717227/nestles-water-controversy-explained/
https://www.independent.co.uk/life-style/food-and-drink/news/canada-charges-nestle-and-mars-with-pricefixing-8648454.html
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=S3STSEzUnEc
https://www.mlive.com/public-interest/2021/10/nestle-water-owners-return-michigan-permit-plan-new-withdrawal.html
https://www.bridgemi.com/michigan-environment-watch/michigan-may-restrict-withdrawals-bottled-water-nestle
http://legis.la.gov/legis/Law.aspx?d=207820
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=AjjDAz1S82w
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Bg0tFRea0wA
https://tulaneenvironmentallawsummit.com/
https://tulaneenvironmentallawsummit.com/
https://tulaneenvironmentallawsummit.com/
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