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Potentially More Water Supply Cut from the Series of Dams and 
Reservoirs Known as The Colorado River 

The Department of the Interior operates Glen Canyon Dam and 
Hoover Dam which create Lake Powell and Lake Mead, respectively. 
Those dams and lakes provide energy and water to several states, 
cities, and tribes. However, the ongoing, pervasive drought in the 
Southwestern U.S. (or just the new normal under climate change) is 
making it almost-if-not-already-completely impossible for Interior to 
meet those demands. The drought means less water enters the lakes 
while the demand for water to come out of those lakes goes up. That’s 
brought those lakes’ levels down to the point where the dams are in 
danger of being unable to operate as sources of electricity powering 
the entire region. Where to go from such a hard spot? That’s what 
Interior is trying to figure out and they have sent letters to the 
Colorado River Basin States, signatories to the now laughably 
inadequately framed Colorado River Compact, asking for their 
commitment to help identify and develop responsive strategies for this 
issue. Unless an inconceivable amount of miracles occur in the next 
week or two, that responsive strategy is almost certainly going to 
mean 500,000 fewer acre-feet of water coming out of the system and 
going to Arizona, Nevada, and California. Those states, in turn, will 
have to figure out how to go without that water or find other sources 
for it, both easier said than done.  

 
Is Water Security a Clear and Present Danger?  

Rumor has it that the White House and the National Security 
Council are working on an action plan to address global water security. 
It certainly wouldn’t be the first time an institution has championed 
global water security, and it wouldn’t be the first time the White 
House and national security types have addressed water, but it feels 
like a new step that could make many hopeful or just culminate in The 
Sum of All Fears.  

Last year, in not-so-Red October, the White House announced they 
were “prioritizing climate in foreign policy and national security.” That 
included the intelligence community (what an amazing euphemism) 
announcing that climate change would exacerbate national security 
risks. Again, nothing that plenty in the academic or advocacy worlds 
haven’t been saying for a while, but it mattered that it was an official 
statement from people who may or may not be in charge of all of this 
country’s spies and paired with another statement from the 
Department of Defense who is in charge of all of this country’s bombs 
(and some other stuff, one presumes). Then, in January the White 
House announced an initiative to help those in charge of all this 
country’s water infrastructure to improve their cybersecurity. Good 
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thing, too, since water utilities seem to be under constant cyber-bombardment (What ever happened to just 
bending spoons and dodging bullets?).  

But this rumored new action plan (will it contain executive orders?) would link global water security with 
America’s National Security. If it comes out, it’s expected to prioritize ensuring American water security while 
preventing conflicts over water, improving access to sanitation, and promoting cross-border cooperation. But 
there’s a very good chance the NSC views these things from a different angle from their op center and with 
different priorities than those calling for the same thing at the Global Institute for Water Security. If this goes 
ahead, and water security becomes a foreign policy priority for the U.S., will those working for global water 
security be able to do so without remorse and create a net force change in the water world? Or will there just be a 
new course at the School of the Americas teaching “water security” while they play patriot games? 

 
It’s Playlist Time Again 

It’s been a pandemic since we did our last playlist of water songs. So, it’s about time we all combined our 
collective music fandom to share and connect and remind ourselves that we’re not the only ones who think about 
these things with potentially unhealthy frequency. With IPCC reports coming hot and heavy these days, not to 
mention every other damn thing in the news, climate change is at the front of our minds almost all the time. It is 
so for many artists, too. Therefore, we here at TUWaterWays headquarters propose a climate change playlist. 
Please, please, please send in any music you know that deals with climate change. Could be a neo-classical 
concept album from an electronic artist. Could be a club dirge from a pop queen. We want them all. Special 
TUWaterWays shout out will go to the person who sends in the oldest piece of music addressing climate change!  

 
Coastal Law! Hot Fresh Coastal Law Right Here! 

Interested in Louisiana coastal issues and the laws and policies that surround them? Looking for some CLE 
credit this spring? Need something to fill your social calendar the week before Jazz Fest? Well, we’ve got just the 
conference for you—featuring our very own fearless leader, Mark Davis, discussing nutrient management, 
Mississippi River resources, as well as surface and groundwater rights. The Seminar Group will be putting on the 
“Coastal Law in Louisiana” conference April 21-22 in New Orleans, with expert panels on topics including flood 
management and levee issues, oysters and aquaculture, offshore wind energy, environmental justice and coastal 
planning, and more. So check out the current agenda here and register if you’re interested. We hope to see you 
there! 
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