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Can We Talk About Water Equity? 

Like love and marriage and horses and carriages, water and 
equity fit together, right?  After all, water is essential to just about 
everything that lives and that equity is about.  But, just what does 
equity mean?  It is not so simple since the term means several 
different things, all of which matter when it comes to water.  Sure, it 
refers to doing things justly and fairly.  It also describes to the power 
of courts to remedy wrongs in ways that laws would not otherwise 
allow.  And in the business world it refers to the value of an 
ownership interest—stocks are a form of equitable ownership.  All of 
those facets of equity come into play when it comes to delivering 
drinking water to people—a service that doesn’t come cheap.  Many 
communities are looking at aging, inadequate water systems and 
wondering how to pay for their upkeep and upgrading.  Raising rates 
- that works but can people fairly afford it (see equity definition 
number 1)?  Why not invite rich(er) people/entities to invest in your 
utility and reap the rewards of providing water with greater 
managerial efficiency (equity definition 3)?  That path is looking 
more attractive to communities and to private equity firms, 
especially as the possibility of new federal matching dollars looms as 
part of infrastructure legislation.  Investor owned water utilities are 
nothing new and their record is mixed—just as it is for governmental 
run ones—but the rising understanding of the importance of water 
and threats to it are mixing with the need for investment and the 
search for new business opportunities, fueling both boosters and 
skeptics.  The reality is both camps are on to something.  
Underinvestment in basic water service is unfair, unjust, and a bad 
deal for everyone concerned.  Those dollars have to come from 
someone, but anyone expecting a capitalist miracle with guaranteed 
returns and happy customers is dreaming, as Atlanta’s experiment in 
the late 1990s teaches.   

   
About that Water 
      It is more than private equity firms that are seeing values in 
waters that had been overlooked or taken for granted—and raising 
alarms about what they find.  A new release from Barclays, the 
global British based bank, highlights how the cost of water to the 
Consumer Staples (stuff people use) market is way undervalued (3 to 
5 times compared to what they are accustomed to paying their 
water provider - a fact that might help explain the spike in investor 
interest). This makes them very vulnerable to water shocks.  That 
realization is also showing up in Security and Exchange Commission 
filings by public traded companies in which they disclose risk factors 
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Coming up: 
 

WHOI: Physical Oceanography Department Virtual Seminar: 
Subtropical Icebergs and Meltwater Routing in the Western 
North Atlantic; August 3 
 

AWWA: Desalination in India; August 17 
 

ELI: Environmental Justice and Corridor Projects: Case Study 
of a Former Mining Town in Rust Belt Kentucky; August 18 
 

Mississippi River Commission: Public Hearings Aboard the 
MV Mississippi; August 23: Caruthersville, MO; August 24: 
Memphis, TN; August 25: Greenville, MS; August 27: 
Morgan City, LA 
 

18th Annual EPA Drinking Water Workshop: Small System 
Challenges and Solutions; August 30-September 2 
 

Coastal Law in Louisiana CLE; October 21 & 22 
 

Water jobs: 
 

Associate Attorney; The Wilderness Society; Denver, CO and 
Washington, D.C, and other locations 
 

Water Policy Analyst; Virginia Department of Environmental 
Quality; Richmond, VA 
 

Junior Environmental Analyst/Policy Analyst; Organization 
for Economic Co-operation and Development: Paris, France 
 

Assistant or Associate Scientist in Hydrogeology; The Jones 
Center at Ichauway; Newton, GA 
 

Senior Attorney, Fossil Fuels Program;  Earthjustice; New 
Orleans or Texas 
 

Water Policy Manager; Conservancy of Southwest Florida; 
Naples, FL 
 

Water Policy Advisor; Tuvli; Washington, DC 
 

Senior Manager, Environmental Policy (EMEA); Amazon; 
Brussels, Belgium 
 

Program Officer – Plastics Initiative; The Ocean Foundation; 
Washington, DC 
 

Associate or Staff Attorney; Sierra Club; multiple locations 
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https://thisdayinwaterhistory.wordpress.com/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=p8t5cOjlEPU
https://www.merriam-webster.com/dictionary/equity
https://www.merriam-webster.com/dictionary/equity
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=OFWf3RybeRk
https://prospect.org/infrastructure/federal-windfall-private-equity-courts-public-utilities/
https://prospect.org/infrastructure/federal-windfall-private-equity-courts-public-utilities/
https://getyarn.io/yarn-clip/7e342d45-a31e-49bb-b696-105451319fbf
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ktv_12gzg-g
https://www.wsj.com/articles/SB1043968618545901544
https://www.wsj.com/articles/SB1043968618545901544
https://www.investmentbank.barclays.com/our-insights/3-point-perspective/calculating-the-true-cost-of-water-for-the-consumer-staples-sector.html
https://www.investopedia.com/terms/c/consumerstaples.asp
https://youtu.be/SXKlJuO07eM?t=7
https://www.cbsnews.com/news/companies-water-scarcity-financial-risk-cdp-sec-filings/
https://www.whoi.edu/event/physical-oceanography-department-virtual-seminar-subtropical-icebergs-and-meltwater-routing-in-the-western-north-atlantic/
https://www.whoi.edu/event/physical-oceanography-department-virtual-seminar-subtropical-icebergs-and-meltwater-routing-in-the-western-north-atlantic/
https://www.whoi.edu/event/physical-oceanography-department-virtual-seminar-subtropical-icebergs-and-meltwater-routing-in-the-western-north-atlantic/
https://www.awwa.org/Events-Education/Events-Calendar/mid/11357/OccuranceId/585?ctl=ViewEvent
https://www.eli.org/events/environmental-justice-and-corridor-projects-case-study-former-mining-town-rust-belt-kentucky
https://www.eli.org/events/environmental-justice-and-corridor-projects-case-study-former-mining-town-rust-belt-kentucky
https://www.mvd.usace.army.mil/About/Mississippi-River-Commission-MRC/
https://www.mvd.usace.army.mil/About/Mississippi-River-Commission-MRC/
https://www.epa.gov/water-research/18th-annual-epa-drinking-water-workshop-small-system-challenges-and-solutions
https://www.epa.gov/water-research/18th-annual-epa-drinking-water-workshop-small-system-challenges-and-solutions
https://www.theseminargroup.net/seminardetl.aspx?id=21.ShrnO
https://workforcenow.adp.com/mascsr/default/mdf/recruitment/recruitment.html?cid=2a2cd446-3b6b-45ff-90d7-579775843522&ccId=19000101_000001&jobId=419435&source=CC2&lang=en_US
https://virginiajobs.peopleadmin.com/postings/235572
https://oecd.taleo.net/careersection/ext/jobdetail.ftl?job=14609&lang=en
https://www.jonesctr.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/06/Hydrogeologist-Scientist-PD.pdf
https://earthjustice.org/about/jobs/40606/senior-attorney-fossil-fuels-program
https://conservancy.topdoghrrecruiting.com/job/272081/water-policy-manager
https://akima.taleo.net/careersection/akimallc_cs/jobdetail.ftl?job=579018&src=SNS-10085
https://amazon.jobs/en/jobs/1586735/senior-manager-environmental-policy-emea
https://tof.bamboohr.com/jobs/view.php?id=28&source=aWQ9NA%3D%3D
https://phf.tbe.taleo.net/phf01/ats/careers/v2/viewRequisition?org=SIERRACLUB&cws=39&rid=1738
http://www.twitter.com/TulaneWaterLaw


that could impact their businesses and investors.  Of course acknowledging risk and doing something about it are 
not the same things but it’s a start. 
 
Hey Kid, Wanna Save New Orleans? 
      Who you gonna call after planners, politicians, and engineers have had their shots at keeping your city dry and 
come up short?  Well, in New Orleans if you are a gamer then your moment may be here thanks to Pipe Dreamin’ 
VR:  New Orleans a new game coming out soon that gives players a chance to rework the City’s byzantine 
plumbing system.  We are not sure what you win but at $14.99 it could be worth a shot.  You might not even need 
those private equity guys to swing it.  Besides, what could go wrong? 

 
Hopi(ng) This Works 
       Looking back over this issue of TUWW one might think that there is only gloom and doom where water is 
concerned.  Is there no good news, no hope?  In fact there is and fittingly it could benefit the Hopi Nation and 
other First Nations.  Senators Michael Bennet (CO) and Martin Heinrich (NM) have introduced legislation that 
would provide $6.7 billion of federal investment in water infrastructure for some of the most underserved and 
marginalized communities in our nation.  Some of the funding called for in this bill would cover projects already 
on the books, while some would cover plans for new ones and administration of water programs.  Welcome as 
this news is for some, there is a long way to go before a bill becomes law.  Nobody knows that more than the 
intended beneficiaries of this one. 

 

https://www.rollingstone.com/movies/movie-news/flashback-the-wizard-unveils-nintendos-power-glove-70404/
https://www.nola.com/gambit/news/article_1f83b2dc-ee65-11eb-b7de-07090c72216c.html
https://www.nola.com/gambit/news/article_1f83b2dc-ee65-11eb-b7de-07090c72216c.html
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Sk8QzckJvUI
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rPFGWVKXxm0
https://www.msn.com/en-us/news/politics/long-overdue-lawmakers-propose-2467-billion-to-bring-clean-drinking-water-to-indian-country/ar-AAMxsNE
https://www.msn.com/en-us/news/politics/long-overdue-lawmakers-propose-2467-billion-to-bring-clean-drinking-water-to-indian-country/ar-AAMxsNE
https://naturalresources.house.gov/imo/media/doc/House%20Water%20Report_FINAL.pdf
https://naturalresources.house.gov/imo/media/doc/House%20Water%20Report_FINAL.pdf
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=FFroMQlKiag
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