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Climate Change: It’s Not Just for the Coast 
Two of the America’s great cities are struggling with basic 

water supply and management. Although a variety of factors 
has played a role, climate change has eliminated nature’s 
resiliency and laid bare our management issues.  

Mexico City, a city of more than 20 million that’s really 
high up, is struggling to supply water to all of its citizens, even 
though the not-so-simple acquisition of water has become 
central to the lives of many poor women. Climate change has 
increased temperatures and made droughts more frequent. 
Downpours are also more frequent, but urban sprawl has 
placed a giant concrete cap over the volcanic soils that would 
absorb rain to replenish the city’s aquifers. Those aquifers are 
now being drained with 1,000-foot deep wells, leading to 
subsidence rates unseen outside of California’s Central Valley. 
That subsidence then wrecks infrastructure, including roads 
and schools.  

La Paz, even higher up and home to a metro area of more 
than 2 million, is also being tested by the combination of 
higher temperatures and more frequent droughts. Drought 
means less precipitation. Higher temperatures mean rain 
instead of snow. Less precipitation and more rain means the 
loss of glaciers that had always been the city’s dependable 
water source. So, once again, climate change has cut out 
nature’s ability to absorb human mismanagement. In La Paz, 
that has meant an attempt to privatize water that never had 
the support of the people followed by a reversal to water as a 
human right that lacks the technological and managerial follow 
through.  

Both articles on these slow-moving disasters are worth 
reading, and they are surely not the only cities dealing with 
climate change making life difficult for administrators and 
policymakers, eliminating their leeway for managing their 
resources. Expect more of these stories, not less.  
 
US Water Infrastructure Pains Not Going Away 

Until something major changes, cities and states across the 
country are going to continue to have serious funding needs 
for water infrastructure. Louisiana’s coastal master plan 
continues to need scores of billions of dollars, but coastal 
projects are facing another sizeable state budget deficit. 
California, home of the hopefully-not-crumbling Oroville Dam 
and victim of the all-too-familiar worsened droughts combined 
with more-frequent downpours, needs to spend $2.8 billion 
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per year on water infrastructure and $65 billion on infrastructure overall, and there are already calls to move 
money away from high speed rail to water projects. New York, home to a mega-sized metropolis preparing for sea 
level rise and climate change, has managed to avoid the water shortages of Mexico City and other giant cities, but 
it comes at a cost; the State of New York is looking at an $80 billion bill over the next 20 years for its extensive 
water infrastructure needs.  
 

Give Scott A Chance? 
The Senate confirmed Scott Pruitt as EPA Administrator last Friday, and he addressed the EPA staff on Tuesday 

where he asked for a chance and for civility. He’s on record as saying he believes the EPA’s job is to ensure clean 
air and clean water (CERCLA and RCRA fans must wonder what he’s got against clean land). Let’s hope he means 
it, because we’ve got too much dirty water! It turns out that fracking well sites in just four states have had more 
than 4,000 spills – spills that are often of dirty water brought up from deep underground. The dirty water in Flint, 
Michigan continues to be a problem; so much so that Gov. Snyder has asked for an additional $49 million to 
continue to deal with the crisis. Concerns about dirty water keep protesters at Standing Rock and have led to a bill 
in Montana to prevent pipelines from crossing rivers and lakes. New Mexico legislators are trying to create the 
authority to penalize oil and gas companies for making dirty water, something they apparently lack right now. Of 
course, Mr. Pruitt’s boss seems to be very proud of doing something that sure seems likely to make more dirty 
water. Maybe, upon further review of a few thousand emails that were just made public, we’ll find out if his 
friends have any really good ideas about cleaning up all this dirty water.  
   
  
 

http://www.oc-breeze.com/2017/02/18/96772_assemblyman-allen-r-ad72-introduces-bill-take-high-speed-rail-money-completing-water-project/
http://www.businessinsider.com/climate-change-nyc-flooding-infrastructure-2017-1
http://www.businessinsider.com/climate-change-nyc-flooding-infrastructure-2017-1
http://blog.timesunion.com/capitol/archives/272217/states-water-infrastructure-needs-estimated-at-80b-over-20-years/
https://www.nytimes.com/2017/02/17/us/politics/scott-pruitt-environmental-protection-agency.html
http://www.latimes.com/politics/washington/la-na-essential-washington-updates-scott-pruitt-tries-to-calm-a-very-1487701833-htmlstory.html
http://www.eenews.net/greenwire/2017/02/21/stories/1060050365
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1mxjpcVYSzk
https://gizmodo.com/spills-from-fracking-are-worse-than-we-imagined-1792588220
https://gizmodo.com/spills-from-fracking-are-worse-than-we-imagined-1792588220
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=n0pAUhN3JPA
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KC9Qlabrolw
http://www.detroitnews.com/story/news/michigan/flint-water-crisis/2017/02/08/budget-flint/97646264/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=cF409NPchfE
http://www.npr.org/2017/02/22/516487940/dakota-access-pipeline-protesters-clean-up-as-deadline-looms
http://billingsgazette.com/news/government-and-politics/bill-would-ban-pipelines-from-crossing-underneath-rivers-lakes/article_981c0f8c-6d41-57da-99f3-05b281289e15.html
http://billingsgazette.com/news/government-and-politics/bill-would-ban-pipelines-from-crossing-underneath-rivers-lakes/article_981c0f8c-6d41-57da-99f3-05b281289e15.html
http://www.alamogordonews.com/story/news/local/new-mexico/legislature/2017/02/21/nm-contemplates-new-powers-oil-regulators/98198484/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=G5kLzAajFZQ
http://www.post-gazette.com/image/2017/02/17/ca0,0,3600,2400/TRUMP-COAL-ORDER-1-116.jpg
http://www.snopes.com/2017/02/06/dump-coal-waste-into-streams/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=m5bxTixZep8
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=m5bxTixZep8
https://www.washingtonpost.com/news/energy-environment/wp/2017/02/22/oklahoma-attorney-generals-office-releases-7500-pages-of-emails-between-scott-pruitt-and-fossil-fuel-industry/?utm_term=.85c0cc05750e
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3fuR8iYllws

	The Tulane Institute on Water Resources Law and Policy is a program of the Tulane University Law School.

