
 
 

National Parks, Forests, and Monuments in the Mississippi River Corridor1 
(Not including National Trails, Historic Parks)  

 
Name Year 

Created 
Agencies 

Responsible 
Description 

Minnesota  
Mississippi 
National River 
and Recreation 
Area 

1988 National Park 
Service 

Consists of a 72-mile, 54,000-acre corridor along the Mississippi River through the 
Minneapolis–Saint Paul metro in the U.S. state of Minnesota, from the cities of Dayton and 
Ramsey, to just downstream of Hastings; classified as one of four national rivers in the U.S. 

Voyageurs 
National Park 

1975 National Park 
Service 

Covers 218,000 acres in northern Minnesota, near the Canadian border; known for its 
forests, waterways and huge, island-dotted Rainy, Kabetogama and Namakan lakes 

Saint Croix 
National 
Riverway 

1968 National Park 
Service 

Consists of 252 miles of protected waterways in eastern Minnesota and northwestern 
Wisconsin; including the St. Croix River, and the Namekagon River, as well as adjacent 
land along the rivers 
 

 
1 Information on National Parks, Historic Parks, Rivers, and Monumentss taken from National Park Service informational pages on specific sites: Nat’l 
Park Serv., Find A Park, https://www.nps.gov/findapark/index.htm. 
Information on National Forests taken from: U.S. Dep’t of Agric. Forest Serv., Forests and Grasslands, https://www.fs.usda.gov/visit/forests-and-
grasslands. 

https://www.nps.gov/findapark/index.htm
https://www.fs.usda.gov/visit/forests-and-grasslands
https://www.fs.usda.gov/visit/forests-and-grasslands


 

Superior National 
Forest 

1909 U.S. Forest Service Covers over 3,900,000 acres in the Arrowhead Region of Minnesota between the Canada–
U.S. border and the north shore of Lake Superior; majority of the forest is multiple use, 
including both logging and recreational activities such as camping, boating, and fishing 

Chippewa 
National Forest2 

1908 U.S. Forest Service / 
Leech Lake Band of 
Ojibwe  

Originally known as the Minnesota National Forest, it was the first national forest established 
east of the Mississippi River; consists of roughly 1.6 million acres in north central Minnesota; 
contains more than 1,300 lakes and 925 miles of streams 

Grand Portage 
National 
Monument 

1958 National Park 
Service / Grand 
Portage Band of the 
Lake Superior 
Chippewa  

Established to preserve unique cultural and historic values of the Anishinaabe people, this 
718-acre Monument is located within the homeland of the Grand Portage Band of the Lake 
Superior Chippewa; roughly half the land was donated by the Tribe; it borders Lake Superior 
and the Pigeon River  

Pipestone 
National 
Monument 

1937 National Park 
Service 

Established to provide use and access for quarrying of pipestone for Native American 
cultural uses and to preserve and protect cultural and natural resources; affiliated with 23 
tribal nations 

 
 

Wisconsin 
Saint Croix 
National 
Riverway 

1968 National Park 
Service 

Consists of 252 miles of protected waterways in eastern Minnesota and northwestern 
Wisconsin; including the St. Croix River, and the Namekagon River, as well as adjacent 
land along the rivers 
 

Chequamegon-
Nicolet National 
Forest3 

1933 U.S. Forest 
Service 

Covers more than 1.5 million acres in northern Wisconsin; managed for multiple uses 
including forestry, wildlife habitat, outdoor recreation, fisheries management, special forest 
products gathering, wilderness and natural areas management 

 
2 U.S. FOREST SERV., CHIPPEWA NATIONAL FOREST 4 (1942), available at https://foresthistory.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/02/Chippewa-National-Forest-1942.pdf. 
3 Nat’l Forest Found., Chequamegon-Nicolet National Forest, https://www.nationalforests.org/our-forests/find-a-forest/chequamegon-nicolet-national-forest (last 
visited Aug. 29, 2024). 

https://foresthistory.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/02/Chippewa-National-Forest-1942.pdf
https://www.nationalforests.org/our-forests/find-a-forest/chequamegon-nicolet-national-forest


 

Apostle Islands 
National 
Lakeshore 

1970 National Park 
Service 

Encompasses 69,372 acres at the northern tip of Wisconsin on Lake Superior, including 
twelve miles of shoreline and twenty-one islands 

 
 

Iowa 
Effigy Mounds 
National 
Monument 

1949 National Park 
Service 

Preserves more than 200 prehistoric mounds built by pre-Columbian Mound Builder 
cultures, mostly in the first millennium CE; the mounds are considered sacred by many 
Native Americans 
 

 
 

Illinois 
Shawnee 
National Forest 

1933 U.S. Forest 
Service 

Encompasses 289,000 acres in Southern Illinois between the Ohio and Mississippi Rivers 

 
 

Missouri4 
George 
Washington 
Carver National 
Monument 

1943 National Park 
Service 

Located in Newton County, Missouri national monument was established to preserve the 
birthplace of George Washington Carver and memorialize his life 

Ozark National 
Scenic 
Riverways 

1964 National Park 
Service 

Encompass 80,000 acres protecting the Current and Jacks Fork Rivers, it was the first 
National Park area to protect a river system;  

Mark Twain 
National Forest 

1939 U.S. Forest 
Service 

Encompasses roughly 1.5 million acres, mostly within the Ozark Highlands or the southern 
half of Missouri, contain extensive amount of “first magnitude” springs (those with over 65 
million gallons of daily water flow) 
 

 
4 Table does not include Gateway Arch National Park because it only contains 91 acres in an urban area. 



 

 

Kentucky 
Big South Fork 
National River 
and Recreation 
Area 

1974 National Park 
Service 

Preserves the Big South Fork of the Cumberland River and its tributaries in northeastern 
Tennessee and southeastern Kentucky; site was formerly subjected to logging and 
mining operations 

Cumberland 
Gap National 
Historical Park 

1940 National Park 
Service 

Encompasses 24,000 acres straddles a tri-state area encompassing land from Kentucky, 
Tennessee, and Virginia; encompasses approximately 24,000 acres, 85 miles of trails, and 
over 62 miles of streams 
 

Mammoth Cave 
National Park 

1926 National Park 
Service 

Encompasses 52,830 acres in south-central Kentucky; contains portions of Mammoth Cave, 
the longest cave system known in the world, as well as the Green River; designated as a 
UNESCO World Heritage Site and International Biosphere Reserve 
 

Daniel Boone 
National Forest 

1937 U.S. Forest 
Service 

Encompasses 708,000 acres of federally owned land within a 2,100,000-acre proclamation; 
contains segments of the Licking River, Kentucky River, and Cumberland River, tributaries of 
the Ohio River; four reservoirs are located within the forest, administered by the US Army 
Corps of Engineers manages four reservoirs within the forest  
 

George 
Washington & 
Jefferson 
National Forests 

1917 / 
1936 

U.S. Forest Encompasses 1.8 million acres across Virginia, West Virgina, and Kentucky; these two forests 
were administratively combined in 1995 

 
 

Tennessee 
Big South Fork 
National River 
and Recreation 
Area 

1974 National Park 
Service 

Preserves the Big South Fork of the Cumberland River and its tributaries in northeastern 
Tennessee and southeastern Kentucky; site was formerly subjected to logging and 
mining operations 



 

Cumberland Gap 
National 
Historical Park 

1940 National Park 
Service 

Encompasses 24,000 acres straddles a tri-state area encompassing land from Kentucky, 
Tennessee, and Virginia; encompasses approximately 24,000 acres, 85 miles of trails, and 
over 62 miles of streams 
 

Great Smoky 
Mountains 
National Park 

1926 National Park 
Service 

Encompasses 522,419 acres in parts in North Carolina and Tennessee, straddling the ridgeline 
of the Great Smoky Mountains, part of the larger Appalachian Mountain chain 

Obed Wild and 
Scenic River5 

1976 National Park 
Service 

Protects approximately 45 miles of free-flowing waters, consisting of four different streams; 
drains a part of the Cumberland Plateau in Tennessee 
 

Cherokee 
National Forest6 

1920 U.S. Forest 
Service 

Encompasses 650,000 acres mostly in Tennessee and into North Carolina; contains notable 
sites as the Ocoee River, segments of the Appalachian National Scenic Trail, Citico Creek 
Wilderness, and Big Frog Mountain; surrounds the Tennessee Valley Authority Watauga 
Reservoir and Wilbur Reservoir  
 

 
 

Arkansas 
Buffalo National 
River 

1972 National Park 
Service 

America’s first National River, the Buffalo flows freely for 151 miles and is one of the few 
remaining undammed rivers in the continental United States  

Hot Springs 
National Park 

1916 National Park 
Service 

Encompasses 5m400 acres in Garland County, Arkansas; established to preserve the unique 
springs and surrounding hydrological ecosystem that feeds them for future recreation; 
regulations prohibit private individuals from selling the park's waters  
 

Ozark National 
Forest 

1908 U.S. Forest 
Service 

Covers more than one million acres in northwestern Arkansas; southern portion of the 
Forest runs along the Arkansas River Valley south of the Ouachita Mountains 

 
5 Nat’l Park Serv. History, Obed Wild & Scenic River, 
https://npshistory.com/publications/obed/index.htm#:~:text=The%20Obed%20Wild%20and%20Scenic%20River%20was%20added%20to%20the,and
%20manage%20this%20unique%20area (last visited Sept. 12, 2024).  
6 Jaime Woodcock, Cherokee National Forest, Tenn. Encyclopedia, https://tennesseeencyclopedia.net/entries/cherokee-national-forest/ (last visited 
Sept. 12, 2024). 

https://npshistory.com/publications/obed/index.htm#:%7E:text=The%20Obed%20Wild%20and%20Scenic%20River%20was%20added%20to%20the,and%20manage%20this%20unique%20area
https://npshistory.com/publications/obed/index.htm#:%7E:text=The%20Obed%20Wild%20and%20Scenic%20River%20was%20added%20to%20the,and%20manage%20this%20unique%20area
https://tennesseeencyclopedia.net/entries/cherokee-national-forest/


 

 
St. Francis 
National Forest 

1960 U.S. Forest 
Service 

Encompasses 22,900 acres, making it one of the smallest national forests, bounded to the 
east by the St. Francis River; the forest is co-managed with the Ozark National Forest 
 

Ouachita National 
Forest7 

1907 U.S. Forest 
Service 

Encompasses 1.8 million acres in Arkansas and Oklahoma; was renamed Ouachita National 
Forest in 1927 after the Ouachita River, which drains the forest 
 

 
 

Mississippi 
Gulf Islands 
National Seashore 

1971 National Park 
Service 

Created to protect natural features, ecosystem, and unique history of the Gulf Islands off the 
coasts of Mississippi and Florida  
 

 
 

Louisiana 
Poverty Point 
National 
Monument8 

1988 Louisiana State 
Parks 

Located in northeastern Louisiana along 15.5 miles of Macon Ridge in the Mississippi River 
floodplain; preserves landscapes containing earthen ridges and mounds built by indigenous 
people between 1700-1100 BCE; designated a UNESCO World Heritage Site 
 

Jean Lafitte 
National 
Historical Park 
and Preserve9 

1978 National Park 
Service 

Established to protect the natural and cultural resources of Louisiana's Mississippi River 
Delta region; named after French pirate Jean Lafitte; consists of six separate sites and a park 
headquarters 

 

 
7 Nat’l Park Serv. History, Ouchita National Forest, https://npshistory.com/publications/usfs/handbooks/ouachita/sec2.htm (last visited Sept. 12, 2024). 
8 La. State Parks, Poverty Point World Heritage Site, https://www.lastateparks.com/historic-sites/poverty-point-world-heritage-site (last visited Sept. 5, 
2024); Nat’l Park Serv. History, Poverty Point National Monument, https://npshistory.com/publications/popo/index.htm (last visited Sept. 5, 2024). 
9 Nat’l Park Serv., Foundation Document Overview: Jean Lafitte National Historical Park and Preservation Foundation Overview, 4, available at 
https://npshistory.com/publications/foundation-documents/jela-fd-overview.pdf. 

https://npshistory.com/publications/usfs/handbooks/ouachita/sec2.htm
https://www.lastateparks.com/historic-sites/poverty-point-world-heritage-site
https://npshistory.com/publications/popo/index.htm
https://npshistory.com/publications/foundation-documents/jela-fd-overview.pdf

